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Why vote for anyone who tells you there are no solutions? 
Trump keeps it simpler: “Make America great again.”  
Again, this dichotomy of encouragement and exhaustion is 

an echo of Emerson’s analysis of Napoleon: “It is the belief of 
men to-day that nothing new can be undertaken in politics, or 
in church, or in letters, or in trade, or in farming, or in our 
social manners and customs; and as it is at all times the belief of 
society that the world is used up. But Bonaparte knew better 
than society; and moreover he knew that he knew better.” 

In other words, innovation happens when someone comes 
along who doesn’t wait for permission to bring about change. It 
happens when someone leads rather than follows.    

Was it Trump or Napoleon who said this? “I have 
conducted the campaign without consulting any one. I should 
have done no good if I had been under the necessity of 
conforming to the notions of another person.” 

It might as well have been Trump, who is beholden to no 
one and who kicked out the one consultant he had after Roger 
Stone told him to stop being Trump. Napoleon cannot stop 
being Napoleon, and Trump cannot stop being Trump. Nor, I 
suppose can the establishment ever understand the power of 
will wielded by such people. 

“History is full, down to this day, of the imbecility of kings 
and governors,” wrote Emerson. “They are a class of persons 
much to be pitied, for they know not what they should do... But 
Napoleon understood his business. Here was a man who in 
each moment and emergency knew what to do next.” 

The imbecility of governors? Could that explain the bloody 
battlefield left behind in Trump’s wake? Governor Scott 
Walker? Governor Bobby Jindal? Governor Rick Perry? 
Governor Chris Christie? Each and every one of them was 
supposed to vanquish the unpolished citified rube known as 
Trump, but the rube is still standing, and the governors have 
fallen victim to his cunning instincts. How much longer till 
Governor Jeb Bush and Governor John Kasich join them, 
crying about the foolishness of the masses and the danger of the 
“demagogue”? 
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We shall see what we see. Trump is not invincible anymore 
than Napoleon was, but based on what we have seen so far, as 
Emerson declared, “woe to what thing or person stood in his 
way.” 

 
 

ROMNEY TRUMPS REID  
WITH TAX ATTACK BETRAYAL 

 
February 28, 2016 

 
Hypocrisy, thy name is Mitt. 
In 2012, in the midst of his failed Republican presidential 

bid, Mitt Romney was charged with dawdling on releasing his 
tax returns to the public. I’m not entirely sure how it became 
the public’s business what a private individual declared on his 
tax forms — even one running for president — but that’s a topic 
for another column. 

The matter came to a head in August of 2012 when then 
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., charged on the 
floor of the Senate that Romney had not paid taxes for 10 years.  

How did Harry Reid know that? Well, he didn’t know it for 
sure, but he claimed that an anonymous third party had told 
him it was true — and that was good enough for Harry. 

“Let him [Romney] prove he has paid taxes, because he has 
not,” the senator declared in a bald-faced political lie. Romney 
eventually released at least a summary of his tax records, but by 
then the damage was done. Last year, when accused of making 
up the story, Reid didn’t deny it, but simply said, “Well, he 
didn’t win, did he?” — thus acknowledging the way the game is 
played among establishment politicians. 

Harry Reid comes off looking like an ass in this story, but 
now Romney has added his own despicable chapter, by not only 
stooping lower than Harry Reid, but by betraying one of his 
own supporters at the same time. 

Last week, Mitt Romney — the standard bearer of the 
establishment wing (or is that now reduced to establishment 
“corner,” as in “painted themselves into a corner”) of the GOP 
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— claimed that maverick presidential candidate Donald Trump 
was hiding something in his own taxes. 

“Frankly, I think we have good reason to believe that there’s 
a bombshell in Donald Trump’s taxes,” Mr. Romney told Fox 
News. 

Of course, Romney had no evidence. He didn’t even have 
the good sense to make up an anonymous source like Harry 
Reid did. He just went with sheer speculation to try to derail the 
likely nominee. 

“Either he’s not anywhere near as wealthy as he says he is, 
or he hasn’t been paying the kind of taxes we would expect him 
to pay, or perhaps he hasn’t been giving money to the vets or to 
the disabled like he’s been telling us he’s been doing.” 

The most amusing result of Romney’s hypocritical attack on 
Trump was that it allowed him to become the butt of Harry 
Reid’s snide sense of humor: “Ha, ha. He (Romney) never gave 
us his tax returns. Who was the brainchild that got him to [say] 
that?" Reid said at a news conference. "All I know is, I can't 
imagine Romney having the gall coming out (and calling) for 
anybody's tax returns." 

No one could imagine Romney having that kind of gall, but 
there it is. He did the deed, and thus will now forevermore be 
known as the traitor Mitt Romney. 

Traitor? Why that insulting epithet? 
Because one of Romney’s main defenders back in 2012 was 

none other than fellow billionaire Donald Trump. 
“I think it’s a very strong statement that Harry made,” 

Trump told Greta Van Susteren on Fox News. “And I’ve known 
Harry and I like Harry. But I think it’s a statement that he 
probably wished he didn’t make. I don’t think there was a 
source. A lot of people don’t think there was a source. If there 
was a source, it’s probably not allowed and it’s probably not 
even legal. I mean, who would be able to do that? Who would be 
allowed to do that? I don’t think there is a source.” 

Trump even gave Romney good advice on how to turn the 
tables on Reid and the Democrats.  

“What Governor Romney should do, in my opinion — and 
he’s a very different person and he’s got a different attitude, and 
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I understand that — is say, I will give my tax returns if you open 
up your records because as you know, President Obama spent 
over $4 million trying to hide so many different things from his 
past, whether it’s college applications, college records, passport 
records. And you know, nobody brings this up. Nobody says, 
‘Open up your passport records. Open up your college 
applications. Open up your college records. Let’s see your life.’” 

But miserable Mitt couldn’t be bothered to go on the 
offensive against President Obama. Time after time, during that 
campaign, Mitt held off and held back. When the Benghazi 
terror attack occurred, Romney had a perfect opportunity to 
demonstrate the president’s failed foreign policy, but instead he 
let CNN moderator Candy Crowley corral him and tame him 
when he timidly broached the subject at a key debate. 

Romney has established once and for all that he is nothing 
more than an establishment shill — more interested in seeing 
Hillary Clinton elected to protect the powers that be than letting 
a true iconoclast like Donald Trump crash the party. 

So far, Trump has survived everything the establishment 
has thrown at him. It’s unlikely that Romney will prove any 
different. “All in all, it’s just another brick in the wall.”  

 
 
 

PSSST... IS THAT GOP CANDIDATE  
A RAVING RACIST? 

 
March 6, 2016 
 

The rough-and-tumble politics of 2016 certainly seems over 
the top, doesn’t it? Over and over, I hear from readers that 
there’s never been anything like this before. 

It’s hard to keep track of all the scurrilous charges, but you 
very likely have heard complaints that one Republican is a 
racist. So let’s go through some of the accusations that have 
been leveled against the GOP’s leading presidential candidate at 
one time or another: 


